Fun and Amazing Games

Compiled & Creatively adapted by LeAnne & Monica

Mad Libs

Prep Time: none

Time to play: 40 min.

Age/Reading Level: 3rd - 5th grade 

Supplies: Paper, pencils

Game: Have students write a short, descriptive story (2-3 paragraphs is plenty).  Once the story has been written, have the students pass their story to the left.  Instruct students to circle 3 nouns, and write “N” next to them.  Pass to the left again.  Have students circle 3 verbs, and write “V.”  Pass to the left again.  Have students circle 3 adjectives, and write “A.”  Now, have students pair up, and then they do Mad Libs by asking their partner for nouns, verbs and adjectives and substituting their partner’s words for the original one in the story.  Then, read them aloud to each other.

Blend Board Game

Prep Time: 1 hour (or more depending on your artistic abilities)

Time to play: 10-25 min (varies depending on your board size)

Age/Reading Level: 1st (but can be adapted for older/younger)

Supplies Needed: 1 square cardboard box, paper (1-sided is fine), markers 

Prep: Using your tutoring resources, find six blends that begin or end words and a list of words for each category (e.g. “bl” black, bliss, bloom, etc.).  Write your six blends on six pieces of paper (‘bl,” “tr,” “sc,” “ch” etc.) and glue or tape a piece of paper to each side of the cardboard box.  This is your giant dice.

Draw (or trick someone into drawing) large pictures containing your blends (for younger students, it’s easier if the word begins with the blend).   Make game board on the floor by placing the large pictures in a path.  

Game:  Students roll dice and stand on first picture with the appropriate blend (they are the game pieces).  Winner gets to the end of the path first.

Nature Scavenger Hunt

Prep Time:  10 minutes

Time to play: 10-25 min (varies depending on number of items on list)

Age/Reading Level: 1st (but can be adapted for older/younger)

Supplies Needed: paper, pencils

Prep:  Come up with a list of plants, animals, smells, etc. outside that students can observe.

Activity:  Go over list with students prior to going outside.  Once outside, students will mark the things they observe on the list.  They will then write the item next to the list (to practice writing).  Works well in pairs or small groups so they can help each other.

A contraction game (from Joanne DeForeest McCandless’ Tutor’s Bag of Tricks)

Prep Time:  10 minutes

Time to play: 15 minutes

Age/Reading Level: 2nd 

Supplies Needed: long strips of paper, markers

Prep:  Contraction words need to be written on long strips of paper, so that when folded over, the new ending covers the old.

Activity:  Drill away.

Jell-O Letters
Prep Time:  5 minutes

Time to play: 15 minutes

Age/Reading Level: 1st 

Supplies Needed: shoe box cover or plate with lip, Jell-O or salt

Prep:  Line bottom of box with bright paper (if using salt), or white paper (if using Jell-O).  

Activity:  Cover bottom of box with the powder.  Use finger to practice letters (or words).

Lettering with Shaving Cream (or Pudding)

Prep Time:  5 minutes

Time to play: 15 minutes

Age/Reading Level: 1st 

Supplies Needed: paper plate or waxed paper, shaving cream or pudding

Prep:  none

Activity: Cover surface with shaving cream or pudding.  Use finger to practice letters or words.

Paint Bag Letters

Prep Time:  5 minutes

Time to play: 15 minutes

Age/Reading Level: 1st 

Supplies Needed: re-sealable bags (preferably quart), liquid tempera paint, heavy duty tape

Prep:  Fill bags with enough paint to cover the surface and still lay flat.  Tape shut.

Activity:  Use finger to practice letters or words.

Clay Letters

Prep Time:  1 hour

Time to play: 10-25 min 

Age/Reading Level: 1st (older students can help by measuring the ingredients – and the clay is fun, too!)

Supplies Needed: 4 c flour, 2 c salt, 4 c water, 4 T oil, 8 tsp. cream of tartar, food coloring or Kool-Aid, airtight container/bag, large laminated sight words or letters.

Prep:  Combine food coloring/Kool-Aid and water followed by remaining ingredients into saucepan and bring to a boil.  Cook on low heat for 3 to 5 minutes.  Remove from head onto floured surface and knead to desired consistency.  Keep in covered container/ airtight plastic bag.

Activity:  Have students roll out clay into snake.  Trace laminated words/letters with clay.  Older students should be able to form words without the cards.

Crazy Sentences

Prep Time: 0-20 min.

Time to play: 5-30 min.

Age/Reading Level: 1st – 6th
Supplies Needed: Strips of paper (about 1” x 2”), 3-5 baskets, hats or similar containers, paper, pencils.

Prep: (If you are working with older students, you can have them do the prep work as part of the activity) Brainstorm 5-20 nouns (you’ll want about 2 words per student in your group).  Write the words on slips of paper and create a “noun” container.  Do the same thing with “adjectives” and “verbs.”  For older students you can add more categories such as “body part,” or “cities.”

Crazy Sentences (cont.)

Activity: Have students choose one word out of each container.  Then, using their noun, verb and adjective, they must write down a sentence that includes all 3 (younger students can say them aloud).  You can hand out stickers for the most creative, gross, exciting, etc. sentences.

Reading Relay Races 
Prep Time: 10 min.

Time to play: 10 min.

Age/Reading Level: 1st -3rd
Supplies Needed: 10 - 20 sheets of paper.  A space of 20-30 feet where kids can run & make lots of noise!

Prep: Write 5 actions that students can read on 5 sheets of paper (or half as many actions as your # of students).  Repeat.  They can be as simple as “hop,” or “run,” or as complex as “crab walk” or “walk backwards with one eye closed.”

Activity: In your space, designate a start and a finish.  Have students stand in 2 equal teams at the start line and 2 volunteers at the finish line holding the 5 actions (they can be in the same or in varied order).  On “go” students run from start to finish, read the action, then do it as they make their way back to the start line.  When they get back, they tag another student who runs to the finish and reads a new action.  The first team to complete all their actions and get all players back to start wins.

Sentence Tic-Tac-Toe (from Joanne DeForeest McCandless’ Tutor’s Bag of Tricks)
Prep Time: 0

Time to play: 10 min.

Age/Reading Level: varies

Supplies: paper and pencil for each player

Pre-Activity: Each player secretly prints 4 words.  A player draws a simple grid of 4 spaces across and down.  One player prints his/her words above the 4 spaces across the top, the other player prints his/her words by the 4 spaces down the side.

Activity:  Each player chooses X or O has his/her mark.  Players take turns trying to win squares on the board.  To win a square, a player must be able to use the words above and beside that square in one complete sentence.  A player puts his/her mark in a square when it is won.  The first player to complete a row, column, or a diagonal wins the game.

Observation Writing

Prep Time: 0

Time to play: 15 min

Age/Reading Level: 3rd and above

Supplies: paper and pencil for each student

Activity:  Take student(s) to an interesting location around the school (the cafeteria, library, outside, etc).  Ask students to “observe” for 5 minutes.  They may wander around quietly, or just sit.  Then, have students write (or talk with you, depending on student) their observations.  Have them describe how things smelled, looked, felt, and how that space differs from others, etc.  Share.
