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FAQ’s AmeriCorps/VISTA and Public Assistance benefits

	
	Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
	Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI)
	Food Stamps
	Temporary Assistance to Needy Families

(TANF)

	AmeriCorps
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO

	VISTA
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO


Will being an AmeriCorps or VISTA member affect my benefits?

SSI and SSDI

AmeriCorps Members- Receiving AmeriCorps benefits may affect a member’s SSI, SSDI, and other benefits under the Social Security Act (SSA).  

Because SSI is a needs-based program and the SSA considers AmeriCorps living allowance to be earned income.  Participation in AmeriCorps is likely to result in a decrease in your monthly SSI benefits.

Since SSDI is an insurance program, you will not lose SSDI benefits on the basis of earned income.  It is possible that your participation in AmeriCorps could result in the SSA reviewing it’s determination that you are disabled.  *See #2 below for ways to  lessen the reduction of your benefits.

VISTA Members- Vista member benefits will not affect VISTA member’s eligibility for any government provided benefits.
Food Stamps 


AmeriCorps Members- The AmeriCorps stipend does not impact eligibility for food stamp benefits.  Members are encouraged to apply for these benefits.


VISTA Members- If members were receiving food stamps prior to enrollment in VISTA their benefits will not be affected.  VISTA members will not be eligible for food stamps upon enrollment in VISTA and thus are encouraged to apply for the benefit prior to their VISTA year.
