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Part of the community

See story, pp. 2 & 3

Kelly Bridwell in front of the
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Brilliance... Kindness... & Persistence... end of February 2011

With the generous Adopt-a-Family support from the following companies and groups, all 600 homeless families
Solid Ground serves had a brighter holiday. Thanks to: Adobe Systems, American Piledriving Equipment, BOLA
Architecture + Planning, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, ghd, Google, Graham & Dunn PC, Islamic House of Seattle,
Izilla Toys, Liberty Tattoo, Mars Hill Church, Microsoft employees, National Multiple Sclerosis Society (Greater
Northwest Chapter), Pharmaca, Razorfish, Sage BioNetworks, St. Andrews Episcopal Church, Seattle BioMed, Seattle
Firefighters, Seattle Times - New Media Team, Stokes Lawrence, Third & Wall Art Group, Ticor Title, UW Office of
Research, Unum, Wallingford Neighborhood Association and Workforce Development Council of Seattle-King County!
.. Harmonious thanks ring out to Egan’s Ballard Jam House for hosting the 5th Annual Songs for Shelter benefit for
our housing services! ... Chuck Skaggs and Loomis were heroes for picking up sacks of Penny Harvest coins in Bethel
and driving them to the bank. ... Wide World Books & Maps generously hosted a Nancy Pearl book signing benefit
and children’s book drive for Solid Ground. ... And our JourneyHome staff are grateful to The Sharehouse for always
being there to provide free furniture and household goods to folks moving into stable housing. Now that’s brilliant! @

From the Ground Up

Partnership bolsters literacy work:

Helping people survive benefit reduction:




REACHING SOLID GROUND

Part of the community

Before moving into transitional housing at Solid
Ground’s Sand Point Family Housing in Jan. 2010,
Kelly Bridwell and her 6-year-old daughter had never
had their own apartment. Kelly had little education,

no driver’s license, and trouble keeping jobs. She says, “I

was homeless. | had my daughter, | was living in and out of my
grandma’s house. | never really had anywhere to stay. I’d get a job

and lose a job, and get a job and lose a job.”

But today, after less than one year living in transitional
housing at Sand Point Family Housing, she’s made so
much progress toward her housing stability goals that
she’s at the top of the list to move into Brettler Family
Place — the brand-new “transition-in-place” permanent
housing that Solid Ground is building at Sand Point. If
approved by Seattle Housing Authority, Kelly will pay
30% of her income in rent, plus
utilities — eventually working up

to paying market rate rent.

e 51
Her case manager, Datlene
Finney, was asked to review e 102
her caseload to recommend
e 250 to 275

families ready to make the move
e 60% of residents

* 2/28/11
e $4,300,000
e $3,570,352

from transitional to permanent
housing at Sand Point, and Kelly
immediately rose to the top of
her list. Darlene says, “I chose
her for a number of reasons,
even though she’s not working
right now. I don’t have any doubt, with her ability to get
along with other people, that she will find something
pretty quick. She’s never been late on her rent, she’s never
caused any trouble with other clients. There’s no drama
around her.

“She’s never had her own place before; this would be
her first apartment. And I’'m really excited to think that

SAND POINT CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATES

Kelly Bridwell and her
daughter, Kelly Dakota
Bridwell, walking home from
Sand Point Elementary

it will be somewhere so nice as Brettler Place. You know,
she gets to start out right. She’s just really grown up since
being an early wild child! She’s still young, but she’s come

a long way.”

Turning her life around

Kelly is straightforward and sober about her history: “I
come from addiction. I came from a treatment center

in Seattle. I was there for 15
months, and from there |
moved here. And so I have
27 months clean.” Darlene
says, “Her early background
was a little dicey, but she’s just
turned it all around. She did
everything that she needed to
do. She got through school,
all of her programs, she paid
off fines, everything required
of her”

Kelly attended Seattle Vocational Institute “for a
certificate of Administrative Office. I graduated with a
3.98 grade point average. Didn’t miss a day of school. 1
did really, really well. It gave me a lot of confidence.”

For six months last year, Kelly worked through
Community Jobs — but because of her unsteady job
history, they didn’t keep her on when she finished the

Continued on p.3
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program. Despite this setback, she has a positive
attitude and is determined to find work: “I had
two job interviews last week, and I have another
one tomorrow — I’ve really been looking hard.
Something’s gonna open up for me.” She adds,
“What I really like about this program that helped
me a lot was making realistic goals. I make a goal
plan every three months. Darlene helps me get out
on paper what I need to do to meet these goals.
And since I've been here, I've achieved every goal

I’ve made.”

A safe & stable environment

Kelly says, “It’s really cool being part of the
community we have here at Sand Point Housing,
It’s pretty quiet in this area, and there’s a lot of families.
For me, I like that it’s a clean and sober environment. It’s
safe and stable. My daughter is friends with just about all
the kids here. The school’s right up the street. And the
kids become friends, and the mothers start talking, And

Christina Rockrise

University Sunrise
Rotary

the YMCA before- and after-school program — they have
all kinds of programs.

“When I was younger, I moved schools every year.

I never went to the same school twice. She changed
preschools three different times, and that was really hard for
me, because I'd been through that. And I know it’s hard to
make friends when you move a lot. Even though
this is her first year of kindergarten, it would mean
a lot for her to stay in the same school.”

Kelly says the idea of moving into Brettler
Family Place “makes me want to cry! When
Datlene told me she had a room for me, I cried.

I just want to raise [my daughter] in a stable
environment.”

She says permanent housing at Brettler Family
Place would offer “the stability I need to raise my
daughter, find a permanent job and save money
to be self-sufficient. It would mean so much to
me to live there! It will mean « /of for my daughter.
She’s never had her own room, and she wants it
0 bad! And she deserves it — she’s such a good girl.
I just want to do the best for her that I can.” @
® For more info on Brettler Family Place, email Jill

Braun at jillb@solid-ground.org.

@ For info about the On Solid Ground at Sand Point
Capital Campaign, visit the Capital Campaign website

at www.solid-ground.org/Getinvolved/SandPointCC.



Cool / Not Cool

Cool:

Not Cool:

Our Volunteer Coordinator and
Adopt-a-Family project lead
extraordinaire, Indiigo Klyne,
swims in a sea of gifts to be
delivered to children in Solid
Ground’s housing programs.

...and an Extra Cool:

TAKE ACTION

Some Ways to Get Involved!

« Tour Sand Point Housing! To schedule a time to visit the new affordable housing construction site,
contact Individual Giving Manager Ali Friedman at alif@solid-ground.org or 206.694.6852.

« Help us meet our On Solid Ground at Sand Point fundraising goal! To make a secure donation,
visit our website at www.solid-ground.org/GetInvolved/SandPointCC.
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